ATTENDING TO PESTICIDE EXPOSURE AND HEAT
ILLNESS AMONG FARMWORKERS

Pesticide exposure and heat-related illness (HRI) are leading causes of work-related illness amongst

farmworkers. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Worker Protection Standard stresses the
importance of pesticide exposure training and HRI awareness. Based upon this standard, researchers at
Florida State University developed and tested a safety curricula for Latino farmworkers.
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The PISCA curricula included a facilitator guide
with learning objectives, scripts for delivering

the content, and suggestions for facilitating
participant involvement. The curricula also
included Powerpoint presentations with videos.
The facilitator guides and Powerpoints were made
available in English and Spanish.

illness curriculum and were evaluated on the
following values pretest and post test: knowledge,
self-efficacy, perceived threat, and behavioral
intention. Study participants included 127 Latino
farmworkers.
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